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Overview 
The theme for this unit is the past.

Target vocabulary 
Dates and times, ordinal numbers, writing and 
saying dates, expressions using time 

Target grammar
Past perfect simple and continuous, modals of 
ability (can, could, be able to)

Exam skills 
Reading: matching topics with paragraphs, 
multiple-choice questions 
Writing: organising notes, writing an article
Use of English: multiple-choice cloze, key word 
transformations
Listening: multiple-choice questions, note-taking 
Speaking: describing and comparing photos

Reading (SB pages 74 and 75)

7 Horrible
history

Books closed warm-up 
Ask around to see what pirate toys you can find. Try to get 

hold of the following: 

an eye patch a toy boat

some gold coins a hat

a scarf a toy spade

a sword jewellery, etc.

a compass

Put the objects in a pillow case or plastic bag.

Divide the class into groups of three or four. Bring one 

representative from each group up at a time and ask them to 

close their eyes, while you let them feel one of the objects. 

Ask them not to say what they think it us until you tell them. 

They then go back to their group and another student has 

a turn. When all the students have had a turn, ask them 

to work in groups to describe what they felt to the other 

members of their team, then together try to work out what 

the objects have in common. 

Get ideas
1 Historical stories are quite popular in Hollywood. 
Students will probably have seen the film in this 
reading, Pirates of the Caribbean. Encourage students 
to look at the photos at the bottom of the reading to 
help them speculate on the questions. This will also 
give you a chance to monitor how good they are at 
picture comparing, which they will be working on later 
in the unit. 

Photos 
The first photo shows some modern-day pirates in a fast 

hi-tech speed boat. They are wearing masks and travelling 

around tropical waters. The second photo shows the actor 

Johnny Depp as Captain Jack Sparrow from the film Pirates 

of the Caribbean. 

Draw students’ attention to the Facts at the bottom of 
the page. Ask them to discuss their reactions to this 
information. Also draw their attention to the menu at 
the top of the page and ask them whether they think 
it looks appealing.

Time to read
2 Students match the headings to the paragraphs. 
They have already done this type of exercise before, 
but might need reminding of the importance of the 
fi rst sentence in each paragraph. Give them a time 
limit of two to three minutes to make sure they do 
not read in too much detail. 

Answers
1 C 2 B 3 D 4 A

Skillzone
Draw students’ attention to the Skillzone box. Reading 
all the options can be time-consuming and 
misleading. It is better for students to read all the 
statements fi rst, and then locate those in the text. 
When they think they have found the appropriate part 
of the text, they can read the options again to see 
which statement matches. 

3 Students answer the questions, using the advice in 
the Skillzone box. Allow about six minutes for this 
activity. 

Note
The title of the unit comes from a very popular series of 

non-fiction books designed for British school students. The 

Horrible Histories range of books brings the past to life with 

horrible descriptions of day-to-day life in the past. 
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Answers
1  A ‘In the film, a pirate’s life seems exciting and Johnny 

Depp looks romantic…’ (line 4)

2  C ‘…as soon as they got into port, they sold the jewels or 

gold they had stolen.’ (line 9)

3  B ‘…there wasn’t very much and what they had was 

usually dry and tasteless or rotten.’ (line 20)

4  A ‘When they left the tropical ports, sailors often found 

that snakes, poisonous spiders and scorpions had come 

with them…’ (line 27)

5  B ‘Without twenty-first century technology such as 

satellite navigation to plan the route and DVDs to 

entertain you, voyages were long and boring.’ (line 31)

6  B ‘…pirates told stories of how they had been visiting 

beautiful places and having lots of adventures.’ (line 44) 

4 Students find words in the text that match the 
definitions

Answers
1 murderers (n) 2 jewels (n) 3 death (n)  4 filthy (adj) 

5 sweat (n) 6 rotten (adj) 7 poisonous (adj) 8 satellite 

navigation (n) 9 sewed (v) 10 make-up (n) 

Summarise
You might like to give students two or three more minutes 

to read the text again before they summarise these main 

points. Then ask them to close their books or cover over 

the text and summarise the text in their own words. Ask 

them to tell you if their view of pirates has changed since 

reading this text.

Time to talk 
5 Students who have seen the film Pirates of the 
Caribbean might like to discuss whether they think 
the film gives a romantic view of pirates. Ask them to 
tell you what they think life is like for the modern-day 
pirates in the photo. 

Students can watch a clip from Pirate legends 
at this point, or at the end of the unit (see SB 
page 83). 

Homework 
Workbook pages 40 and 41

Vocabulary and Grammar 
(SB pages 76 and 77)

Books closed presentation
Ask students to line up in order of their birthdays in the 

year. You can monitor to see if they have any problems with 

saying their own date of birth (see the Wordzone box). 

Vocabulary
Dates and times
1 The fi rst exercise practises other words used to 
describe periods of time. If you ask students to work 
in pairs, between them they should be able to match 
most of the time expressions. 

Answers
2 g  3 f 4 a 5 c 6 h 7 b 8 e

2 Students complete the chart with the ordinal 
numbers. Although they will rarely have to write 
these in full, it is a good idea to ask different students 
to read out their answers to you for pronunciation 
practice. Remind students that 21st is pronounced 
twenty-fi rst, NOT twenty-oneth! 

Answers
 1st first  8th eighth 15th fifteenth

 2nd second  9th ninth 16th sixteenth

 3rd third 10th tenth 17th seventeenth

 4th fourth 11th eleventh 18th eighteenth

 5th fifth 12th twelfth 19th nineteenth

 6th sixth 13th thirteenth 20th twentieth

 7th seventh 14th fourteenth

Wordzone
You might like to remind students that Americans say 
‘May sixteenth’, etc instead of ‘the sixteenth of May’. 
Both ways of saying the date are acceptable, although 
remind students that they should choose one and be 
consistent with its use. Refer students to the 
Vocabulary File on page 158 for ways of saying and 
writing other dates and times.

Idea
Ask students to write down three important dates in their 

country’s history. They then give their partner three clues to 

help them to guess the dates they have written down, e.g. 

Independence Day June 25th 1707

We celebrate it every year with a holiday. 

It was the date of the birth of our nation. 

We usually fly kites and dance on this day.

7 Horrible history
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3 These dates have been chosen to give students 
practice with the different ways that dates are written 
and read. To make this more fun, you could ask 
students to practise saying them once, then ask them 
to have a reading race. Ask individuals to read the list 
as quickly and accurately as they can. If they make a 
mistake, they have to go back to the beginning again.

Answers
1 the nineteenth of July

2 the nineteen hundreds

3 the fifth of January nineteen twenty-two

4 the fifteenth of April nineteen thirty-seven

5 the nineteen twenties

6 the third of March nineteen forty-one

4 Students answer these questions. You might prefer 
to do this with books closed. You could ask students 
to discuss what they have written and whether they 
know anything about these dates, e.g. who was born/
died on these dates, whether anything is celebrated 
on them, why the date is celebrated, etc.

5 Students will need constant reinforcement of 
prepositions of time. They should have already seen 
these expressions before, but may still get them 
wrong.  

Answers
1 in  2 on  3 in 4 in 5 from 6 for

6 Students underline the time expressions in the 
sentences. You might like to remind them of the 
difference between the expressions in the end 
(meaning finally, or after a long time) and at the end 
(at the point where something stops).

Write the following on the board and ask students to 
complete the sentence with either in the end or at 
the end:

___  the end, I managed to get all my homework done. 
(In)

___ the end of the day, I was really tired. (At)

Answers
2 at the end of a voyage 3 in 1705, four years later 4 In the 

mid 1700s 5 the end of the eighteenth century 6 decades 

before 7 in the end 

7 Students complete the sentences with any time 
expression that makes sense to them. 

Possible answers
1  Schools today are much better than they were a few 

decades ago. 

2 I can’t imagine what life was like in the fifteenth century. 

3 There weren’t any computers a century ago. 

4 In the 1800s people used horses not cars. 

5 I started school in 1996. 

6 People didn’t write emails in the 1950s.

7 Mobile phones became popular about a decade ago. 

Memorise
There are quite a lot of expressions here to revise so this 

could be done in the next lesson. 

Idea
Play a guessing game. Ask students to write down four 

biographical pieces of information about someone famous 

that they know quite a lot about, e.g. He was born in the 

1970s. 

He starting playing for Manchester United in 1992.

He was captain of the England football team for six years.

He played for Real Madrid from 2003 to 2007. 

(Answer: David Beckham)

Encourage them to use approximate dates if they are not 

sure. The rest of the class has to guess who they were 

thinking of based on the information they get.

Grammar 
Past perfect simple and continuous 

Books closed warm-up
This is a fairly long warm-up, but lots of fun. Allow about 

thirty minutes in total. Draw a simple picture across 

the width of the board; perhaps a long road with a few 

buildings, a zebra crossing and some trees. Make sure that 

you include some stick people, crossing the road, going into 

a building or walking down the street holding hands, and 

box off a small space for you to write some sentences later. 

Then hand the board markers or chalk over to your students 

and insist that every student adds one more object to the 

picture. 

When the picture is finished, ask your students to create 

some cause and effect sentences about their picture, e.g.

The man went into the doctor’s because he hurt his arm.

Homework 
Workbook page 42 Exercises 1 and 2
Grammar and Vocabulary book page 43
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The boys were sitting down because they were playing 

basketball and were tired. 

The car stopped at the zebra crossing because the driver 

saw someone waiting. 

The man at the bus stop looked angry because he was 

waiting for half an hour. 

Then feed them the same sentences, but this time using the 

past perfect tense, e.g.

The man went into the doctor’s because he had hurt his arm. 

The boys were sitting down because they had been playing 

basketball and were tired. 

The car stopped at the zebra crossing because the driver 

had seen someone waiting. 

The man at the bus stop looked angry because he had been 

waiting for half an hour. 

Ask them to underline the tenses in each sentence and 

elicit which action happened first in time (the past perfect 

action). Then ask them to tell you whether the past perfect 

looks similar to any other tense they know (yes, the present 

perfect tense). When students have worked out some of the 

rules, draw their attention to the Grammarzone box and ask 

them to match their sentences to the different uses. 

Grammarzone
Go through the Grammarzone box with students, 
checking for understanding. If students have any 
problems, refer them to the Grammar File on page 
170. 

1 Ask students to read the sentences and underline 
the action that happened first in time. Remind them 
that this is not necessarily the first sentence. 

Answers
2 had been preparing 3 he’d been reading  

4 hadn’t been eating 5 had eaten 6 had worked 

Remind students that putting the actions in a different 
order can make the sentence more interesting 
because you have to read more to find out the reason 
for something. 

2 This is similar to the first exercise where students 
have to decide which action happened first, but this 
time they have to choose the correct tense to use. 
Remind them that the action that happened first in 
time is the one that needs to be in the past perfect. 
They also need to choose the most appropriate verb 
in some sentences.

Answers
1 arrived, had been playing 2 had been cleaning, hadn’t 

finished, came 3 woke up, had had 4 were, had been 

dancing 5 had already decided, didn’t want 

3 Ask students to read the text once. The key 
moment in this story is Patrick waking up. Students 
need to decide which actions happened before Patrick 
woke up, and put those into a past perfect tense. 
They need to put the actions that happened after he 
woke up in the past simple.

Answers
2 had been working 3 had eaten 4 had brought 5 had 

said 6 woke up 7 had been

4 Students now complete the sentences with their 
own ideas. Remind them to use the correct form of 
the past perfect simple or continuous. You might like 
invite students up to the board to write their 
sentences.

Possible answers
1 she had been playing tennis all day and was tired  
2 he had broken his arm 3 had been out for dinner 4 he had 

gone to bed 5 we had been waiting for half an hour  

6 it had been snowing in the night

Time to talk
5 This is a good question to ask as it tests students’ 
ability to compare life in the past and life now, as well 
as past tenses. If students find this task quite 
difficult, give them categories to think about, e.g. 
travel and transport, hobbies and free time, family life, 
marriage, communication, school, the home, job 
opportunities, pollution, health, etc.

Homework 
Workbook page 43 Exercises 1 and 2
Grammar and Vocabulary book pages 40 and 41

Listening (SB page 78)

This section continues the theme of the past. 

Get ideas
1 and 2 Draw students’ attention to the photos and 
ask them to describe them and speculate about 
possible links between the objects. Ask them to use 
the words in Exercise 2 to help them. 

Photos 
The top photo shows an archaeological dig. There are a few 

people working in a large hole in the ground. The earth is 

being carefully moved away from the remains of what looks 

like some kind of building or walls. 

The photos below show some very old gold and silver coins, 

a short knife (or dagger), the bones of a human head (a 

skull), some jewellery, a clay pot or water jug and the tops 

of some weapons that you throw (spears and arrowheads). 

7 Horrible history



68

Horrible history 7

3 Ask students to speculate about the kind of things 
that we can learn about the past from archaeological 
digs. Ask them to tell you whether they would be 
interested in doing this kind of work in the future and 
why or why not.

Possible answers
You can learn from the skull about how old a person was, 

what illnesses they had, if they were male or female and 

how they died. The coins give us information about the most 

important political people of the time and how wealthy 

people were. The buildings can teach us about the way 

people organised their homes. Sometimes you can also find 

remains of food, which can tell us about diet and lifestyles. 

Time to listen (Tracks 1.19 and 1.20)

4 In this exercise, students do not know the 
questions until after they have listened. They will need 
to make notes as they listen in order to answer the 
question. Note-taking is an important academic skill, 
but students often need practice to develop it. Play 
the CD (Track 1.19) for students to choose the correct 
answer.

Skillzone
Draw students’ attention to the Skillzone box. They 
will need to take notes to help them answer the 
questions after they have listened. 

Answers
1 C ‘I’m here to talk to John from New York.’

2  A ‘I’m here with five friends…We’d been studying how 

the Romans attacked England when our High School got 

an invitation…’

3 B ‘…it’s a human skull…’

4 A ‘This man probably died instantly from this injury.’

5  A ‘He was probably trying to get into the fort while the 

Romans were attacking.’ 

6 B ‘…the battle probably took place around AD 43.’

7  C ‘Today we’ve discovered a grave with hundreds of 

skeletons.’ 

8  C ‘Local people said they had seen ghosts of children 

walking around the fort at night.’

5 After students have listened a first time, ask them 
to compare their notes and see if they have done 
what the Skillzone box suggests. Ask them to listen 
again (Track 1.20) and complete the notes. Remind 
them that they should be writing mostly nouns rather 
than verbs.

Answers
1 Place: Hill fort in north of England

2 Battle between English and the Romans

3 Area deserted for hundreds of years

4 Local people saw the ghosts of children

Speaking (SB page 79)

Get ideas
1 In these exercises, students are going to work on 
improving their skills at comparing photos. Don’t ask 
them to describe the two photos just yet. The 
exercises build up gradually to this. Ask students to 
look at the list of words and suggest which photos 
they refer to.

Answers
Photo 1

boxes, chair, daytime, house, jacket, mirror, untidy

Photo 2

gallery, organised, paintings, quiet, statue

2 This is often a key element of speaking exams. 
Students need considerable training to get better at 
photo description. Remind them that they should give 
explanations for their answers.

Possible answers
2
Photo 1 – day because light is shining outside window 

Photo 2 – probably daytime because museums close at night 

3
Photo 1 – old clothes, jacket, books, personal belongings

Photo 2 –  large white marble statue of a woman and 

paintings on the wall behind

4
Photo 1 – probably between 50 and a 100 years old 

Photo 2 – very old, perhaps two or three thousand years old

5
Photo 1 – perhaps a soldier and a dress-maker 

Photo 2 –  possibly someone very important such as a 

politician 

Time to speak
3 Using their notes, students take it in turns to 
describe one of the photos in the picture. Try to give 
them a minimum time limit of about a minute each to 
make sure that they describe the rooms in detail. 

Skillzone
Draw students’ attention to the Skillzone box. Remind 
them that they shouldn’t need to describe the photos 
in too much detail, but that they should be able to talk 
about the theme which the photos suggest. In this 
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Idea
Ask students to bring in two photos of people who are 

close to them, or places that they like. They can even bring 

in professional photos from a magazine if they prefer. Ask 

them to find photos which have a common theme. They can 

then work with a partner to compare the photos and say 

which one they prefer and why.

Use your English (SB pages 80 and 81)

Expressions using time 
1 This section follows on directly from the previous 
vocabulary exercise. This time students are 
introduced to phrases with the word ‘time’ in them 
and typical verbs of time. Refer students to the 
Vocabulary File on page 158 if they have any 
problems. 

Wordzone
Focus students’ attention on the Wordzone box. You 
might like to point out that ‘at the time’ is usually 
followed by ‘I didn’t…’ and ‘by the time’ is normally 
followed by a past tense.

Answers
1 e most of the time 2 d at the time 3 f on time 4 b in 

time 5 c by the time 6 a from time to time

2 You might need to pre-teach the difference in 
meaning and construction of these words:

find the time to do + sth = make time when you are 
busy 

save time = do sth quickly or at the right time

spend time + doing sth/spend time on + sth = use 
your time for something

take your/his, etc time = relax and do sth slowly

waste time = use time badly

Answers
1 spent 2 wasting 3 find 4 take 5 save

3 Ask students to describe the postcard at the top of 
the page and ask them if this is the kind of place they 
would like to go on holiday and why or why not. Elicit 
who they think the man at the bottom of the text 
might be (the actor Steve McQueen who starred as 
Henri Charriere in the film Papillon).

Students should be fairly familiar with multiple-choice 
lexical cloze questions by now. Encourage students to 
go through a process of eliminating answers that are 
not possible, until hopefully they are left with one 
correct option. 

Answers
2  B (The expression means ‘almost always’, and ‘time’ 

completes this idiom.)

3 A (This is the only possible prefix for a time period.) 

4  B (‘by’ would require a past perfect tense, ‘at’ cannot be 

used with centuries, ‘after’ takes the story too far into the 

future)

5  C (It must be an adverb of frequency, because of the 

position before the main verb. ‘Always’ does not work with 

negative verbs.) 

6  D (The meaning we need here is ‘use’ time and ‘spent’ has 

that meaning.) 

7 B (‘in’ is the preposition of time used with years)

8  A (‘rest’ is the only word that collocates with ‘of their 

lives’)

9  C (‘later’ refers to a future time, ‘after’ cannot be used 

after the time expression and ‘before’ and ‘since’ refer to 

past time) 

Idea: Word squares
You may need to revise these words again at some point. A 

good way of doing this is by playing Word squares. Draw a 

grid with nine squares in it and write the following pairs of 

confusing words in the squares:

in time/on time

before/since

later/after

case, the theme is different periods in history and 
what we can learn about the past by looking at 
historical objects. 

4 and 5 By this point, students should be ready to 
compare the two photos. Draw their attention to the 
Useful phrases box. Make sure that they understand 
what the phrases mean. You might need to explain 
that the phrase ‘I can’t make out…’ means the same 
as ‘I can’t see clearly enough…’ Remind students that 
this language will be useful whenever they describe 
photos from now on.

Then give students about two minutes each to take it 
in turns to describe the photos and compare them.
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at the time/by the time

from time to time/most of the time

a century ago/centuries ago

spend time/waste time

find time/save time

ago/before

Divide the class into teams of four players each. Then 

tell them that they can win a square if they can explain 

the difference between the words, or give you example 

sentences correctly using the words. The winner is the team 

at the end who has won the most squares.

Ability (modal verbs)

Books closed presentation
Give students one minute to think of a skill that they have 

and invite them to write this skill on the board. Put students 

in pairs and ask them to talk for a minute on their skill and 

how they acquired it. Then ask them to go back to their 

seats and report back to the rest of the class on what they 

learnt about their partner’s skill.

Grammarzone
Focus students’ attention on the Grammarzone box. 
We use can for present and future, could is used for 
past and conditional sentences and for all other 
tenses, including the infinitive, we use be able to. 
Refer students to the Grammar File on page170 for 
more information on these modals if necessary.

1 You might like to remind students at this point of 
the rules for modals of certainty. Elicit what they 
remember about which modals are used for certainty, 
possibility and probability (must, should, could, might, 
may and can’t). Students now look at the other verbs 
in the sentences for clues as to whether the 
sentence is present or past, and then choose the 
correct form.

Answers
1 can (present) 2 could (past) 3 weren’t able to (past)  

4 can’t (present) 5 couldn’t (past) 6 can’t (present)

2 Exercise 2 is similar to the previous exercise, but 
this time students complete the gaps with can/can’t 
or (be) able to. 

Answers
1 Can 2 be able to 3 can’t, can/could (polite request, either 

is possible) 4 been able to 5 can 6 be able to

3 Give students five minutes to make their questions 
and to think of possible follow-up questions. They 
then work with a partner to ask and answer. 

Answers
2 Would you like to be able to dance really well?

3 Will you be able to speak English fluently next year?

4 Could you write when you were five years old?

5 Can you help me with my homework tonight?

6 Can you remember what we learnt today?

4 Give students about eight minutes for this exercise. 
Ask them to look at the words and decide what 
tenses are needed. You might need to warn them that 
there are some present perfect tenses as well as past 
perfect and past simple. 

Answers
1 after he had heard 2 have been looking 3 couldn’t/

weren’t able to continue 4 could remember 5 he had 

visited 6 had been talking 7 had found out 8 Johnny Depp 

able to fight

Time to talk
5 Ask students if they know of any famous island 
prisons. They might have heard of Alcatraz which is on 
an island in San Francisco Bay. It was the setting for 
the film Bird Man of Alcatraz which students may 
have seen. More recently, the film The Rock starring 
Sean Connery and Nicholas Cage was set there.

Idea
If your students don’t have many ideas on this topic and you 

have access to a computer, you could get your students to 

research this topic on the internet and report back to the 

rest of the class on what they found.

Homework 
Workbook page 43 Exercises 3, 4 and 5 and page 44
Grammar and Vocabulary book page 42

Writing (SB pages 82 and 83)

Get ideas
1 Give students about ten minutes for this activity. 
Most students have family stories, but they might 
need a little time to remember which ones to talk 
about. Let them make notes if it makes them more 
comfortable. 

Homework 
Workbook page 42 Exercises 3, 4 and 5
Grammar and Vocabulary book page 44
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Plan ahead
2 Mind maps do help some students to organise 
their ideas considerably. They form an immediate 
paragraph plan and good paragraphing is one of the 
things examiners will be looking for in an exam. You 
might need to point out to students that essay plans 
should be made up of key words and phrases, not full 
sentences. 

Encourage students to add their own ideas to the 
mind map. You might also like to give them some 
time to make a similar mind map for one of their 
grandparents.

Answers
When? 

f the 1940s

Where?

d lived in village then city

What?

e school – big school, lots of friends

b job – jazz musician

g food – not enough to eat

a freetime – went to cinema/theatre

3 Students then read the article to see how Philip 
has used his plan to write his essay. They order the 
ideas in the order they appear in the text. Make sure 
they do not read in too much detail at this point. Allow 
three minutes for this activity. 

Answers
1 c – grandad  2 f – the 1940s 3 d – lived in village then 

city 4 e – big school, lots of friends 5 a – went to cinema/

theatre 6 g – not enough to eat 7 b – jazz musician

4 This time students should read in detail. Remind 
them that they already know the order of ideas in the 
text. Students complete the sentences with words 
they find in the text.

Answers
1  He moved to the city because his dad found a job. (line 5)

2 At his new school he soon found friends. (line 8)

3  In his free time he went out more to the cinema and 

theatre. (line 12)

4  There wasn’t enough food and they couldn’t always buy 

nice things to eat. (line 16)

5  He learnt how to play the trumpet which his dad had given 

him. (line 20)

6  He worked in clubs then became a professional musician. 

(line 25)

Find the right words
5 and 6 As students underline and circle the 
examples, remind them that using these expressions 
and tenses adds interest to their work and 
demonstrates range to an examiner.

Answers to 5 and 6
What was life like sixty years ago? My grandad has always 

fascinated me with his stories. He was my age in the 1940s. 

Until 1948 he had been living in a quiet village but when 

his dad found a job in the city, the family moved. He hadn’t 

wanted to leave but in time he loved his new life. He went 

to a bigger school and soon found friends. Some had come 

from other countries and could speak different languages. 

They didn’t play computer games or watch TV like we do but 

went out more to the cinema and theatre. 

He said the worst thing was the food. Most of the time there 

wasn’t enough of it and they couldn’t always buy nice things 

to eat. Nowadays, I can’t imagine going to the kitchen and 

not finding a biscuit!

Grandad loved music and, before they moved to the city, 

his dad had given him a trumpet. He learnt how to play and 

started busking in the city centre. He played in the street 

and people gave him money. After he had left school he 

found work in clubs and a few years later he became a 

professional musician. He’s 82 now and can still play great 

jazz!

Expressions which describe the past:
(sixty) years ago after

before a few years later

Expressions which describe the present:
soon     now   nowadays

Expressions which describe both:
in the (1940s) most of the time always

when until (1948)

in time still

7 Students prepare to write their own article. Give 
them about ten minutes to write a short paragraph (of 
about 50–60 words) about a family story. If time is 
short, ask students to make brief notes to answer the 
questions.

Skillzone
Draw students’ attention to the Skillzone box. As they 
plan, ask students to go through the list, adding 
ideas, but keeping them in the same basic order. A 
mind map like the one in Exercise 2 might help them.  

Try to identify the areas where individual students 
have problems and make them write a checklist on 
the inside cover of their notebooks. Before they hand 
their work in to you, make sure that they check for 
those particular errors. 
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Time to write an article
8 This could be done in class to make sure that 
students are following the steps in the Skillzone box. 
It also gives you the opportunity to monitor errors. 

Idea
The way you give feedback on your students’ written work 

can have a positive effect. Try not to correct every error for 

them, but underline the error and write a code in the margin 

for the type of error (spelling, tense, punctuation, word 

order, etc) they have made. When you give back homework, 

allow five minutes for students to correct their own errors. 

This will encourage them to take more responsibility for 

their work and may give them an opportunity to learn the 

rules more easily.

Time to watch Pirate legends

9 If students haven’t done so already, they can 
watch a video clip from Pirate legends and do 
the activities on SB page 158.

Homework 
Workbook page 45
Grammar and Vocabulary book page 45


