Description of the course
Who the course is for
Today! is a four-level course for young learners
between the ages of 9/10 and 13/14. There are
two possible entry points: Today! 1 for complete
beginners or for students with little formal
knowledge of English and Today! 2 for false
beginners. The course will appeal to teachers who
value a communicative approach.

How the syllabus is constructed
Today! combines a clear grammar syllabus with
a strong focus on communication. Grammatical
structures are linked closely to everyday language
use. Topic areas relate to the students’ own
experiences and have been specially chosen
to present a range of useful vocabulary. New
language is recycled in different situations
and regular opportunities for revision are
provided.

How language is presented
Each level of Today! features three or four main
characters who are approximately the same age as
the students. These characters are photographed
interacting in domestic, school and leisure
settings with their families and friends. The
target language is presented in context through
their conversations and interactions in these
settings so that students learn useful everyday
language and expressions right from the start.
The characters and situations provide a realistic
view of the UK today – its people, their lifestyles
and their cultural background.

How language is practised
New vocabulary and grammar are practised in
a series of simple steps which include carefully
graded speaking, listening and writing activities.
Each lesson ends with a productive outcome task.
This is either a speaking or a writing task, or
a game. From the beginning, students learn to use
the language to communicate in situations related
to their own lives.

How skills are developed
Communication lessons develop the productive
skills of speaking and writing in real-life contexts.
Reading for specific information is practised in
Culture today lessons that focus on aspects of life
in Britain and Cross-curricular studies lessons.

How the material is organised
The Students’ Book consists of eight thematic units
divided into lessons. Each lesson is presented on
a double-page spread in order to foster a sense
of achievement and progress in the student.
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Course components
Each level of the course consists of:
• Students’ Book with Audio MP3 CD
• Activity Book with Student’s MP3 CD
• Teacher’s Book with DVD-ROM
• Class audio CDs
• ActiveTeach for IWB (digitised Students’ Book
for use on interactive whiteboards)
• Test Master online
• MyEnglishLab (online practice with Learning
Management System)

Students’ Book Level 4
The Students’ Book consists of eight units. The
units are organised into lessons, each taking up
one spread (two pages). Video is an integral part
of the course. The video elements can be accessed
on the ActiveTeach
or using a computer
or a DVD player
.
Units 1, 3, 5 and 7 follow this pattern:
• Three language input lessons
• One Communication lesson
• One Culture today lesson
• One Revision lesson
Units 2, 4, 6 and 8 follow this pattern:
• Two language input lessons
• One Communication lesson
• One Revision lesson
• One pick and mix magazine-style spread
of fun activities.
At the end of the Students’ Book there are also
two Cross-curricular lessons, a unit-by-unit word
list and a grammar reference section.
Input lessons present and practise new grammar,
vocabulary and everyday expressions in
a communicative way using integrated skills.
All the grammar boxes are animated
on video.
Communication lessons encourage students to
use the productive skills of speaking and writing
in authentic contexts while recycling the language
from the input lessons.
A model dialogue is presented through a threeframe photo story. No new grammar is introduced
but new functional exponents are introduced
and listed in an English today box. Students then
create and act out their own dialogue.
The model dialogue can be watched
on video. A second version with an alternative
ending is also available on the video to encourage
discussion and prediction.
A model text and exercise on a related topic then
lead to a guided writing task.

Culture today lessons introduce students to
different aspects of British life, which are
often compared and contrasted with life in
other countries.
Revision lessons occur at the end of every unit
and offer the opportunity to revise the language
of the unit.
A Pronunciation feature focuses on difficult sounds
through an amusing rhyme.
Each Pronunciation video features a native
speaker saying the rhyme to illustrate the correct
pronunciation. Students can be asked to listen
and repeat.
A final My progress feature, in the form of I can ...
statements, encourages students to think about
what they can now do after studying the unit,
for example I can talk about appearance.
The pick and mix spread is designed to look like
a magazine and contains a mix of puzzles, jokes,
fun facts and activities which recycle language
from the previous two units. Recurring features
are: Fun Time!, Guess what?, Star spot, Just joking
and How to ....
The activities can be done in any order as they
are not related to each other. They can be done
by students with very little teacher guidance.
One activity could be assigned to the whole class
or different activities to different students
according to their strengths. Activities could
also be allocated to fast finishers, used as fillers
or used for a change of pace in any lesson.
Cross-curricular studies lessons provide
information about a general curriculum subject,
e.g. Science, Geography, History or Art. These
lessons review the language of the unit and
provide practice in the four skills of Reading,
Writing, Listening and Speaking. Topic specific
vocabulary is presented in a New words box.
The Culture today and Cross-curricular
lessons are accompanied by a short video related
to the topic covered in the lesson, bringing it
alive for the students. The Teacher’s Book offers
suggestions for exploitation but the video can be
played at any point in the lesson.

Class audio CDs

MP3 CD
The MP3 CD attached to the Student’s Book contains
the recordings for all the Student’s Book dialogues,
reading texts and listening tasks. It does not contain
recordings for the Activity Book or the Tests.

Activity Book
The Activity Book, to be used in class or for
homework, gives further extensive practice of the
language in the Students’ Book. For each language
input spread in the Students’ Book, there are four
pages of practice in the Activity Book.
To cater for mixed ability classes, the four pages
are carefully differentiated to provide practice
at different levels. The practice starts at the
most basic level with the Remember page,
then progresses to the Activate spread, which
features controlled and less controlled practice
of the language. The final page of practice is the
Challenge page, which provides more challenging
activities for more confident or able students.
For every Communication spread, there is one
page of related practice in the Activity Book.
For every Revision spread, there is a Revision page.
The Activity Book is accompanied by a Student’s
CD with MP3 recordings for Activity Book audio
exercises.

Teacher’s Book
The Teacher’s Book contains reduced facsimiles
of the Students’ Book together with lesson-bylesson teaching notes, featuring background
Culture today notes, suggested warm-ups
and lead-ins, suggestions for additional activities,
teaching tips and notes on how to help and support
students with learning difficulties.
Answers to exercises are provided either on the
facsimile Students’ Book page or with the teaching
notes. The Students’ Book Audioscript, the Activity
Book Audioscript, the Extra speaking practice
Answer Key, the Activity Book Answer Key and the
Photocopiables can be found at the back of the
Teacher’s Book.

Teacher’s DVD-ROM
The DVD-ROM contains all the videos and all the
photocopiables, as well as extra grammar activities
for every lesson.

The Class audio CDs contain the recordings of
all the Students’ Book dialogues, reading texts
and listening tasks. Track numbers are shown in
a CD symbol on the page. The Students’ Book
audio is followed by the Activity Book audio
and finally the Tests audio.
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ActiveTeach IWB software

MyEnglishLab

The ActiveTeach is an electronic version of the
Students’ Book compatible with an interactive
whiteboard. With interactive activities, integrated
audio and video and additional games, teaching
is made easier for the teacher and more engaging
for the student.
The ActiveTeach contains:
• an interactive version of the Students’ Book
• integrated class audio and Activity Book audio
• integrated video
• games
• downloadable worksheets for extra language
practice.

MyEnglishLab is an online resource which allows
teachers and students to interact beyond the
classroom. It contains interactive practice exercises
from the print Activity Book that are automatically
graded, while tips and feedback help students to
improve their performance. MyEnglishLab gives
teachers instant access to a range of diagnostic
tools. The Gradebook enables teachers to see
at a glance how students are progressing. The
Common Error Report indicates which errors
are the most common and which students are
making these errors. The testing programme is
also available in interactive format. Teachers can
assign tasks to the whole class, groups of students
or individual students and the communication
tools provided enable teachers to send instant
feedback on their work.

Assessment and testing materials online
The assessment and testing programme comprises:
• Diagnostic Test (beginning-of-year test - A
and B versions)
• Unit Tests (A and B versions)
• Progress Tests (A and B versions)
• Skills Tests (A and B versions)
• Mid-year and end-of-year Attainment Tests
to measure ability at two levels: Remember
and Activate
• Challenge Tests for stronger students
• Revision worksheets for weaker students
The materials can be downloaded as PDFs. They
are also available as editable Word documents so
that teachers can customise them to suit their own
students if required. A and B versions of the tests
are supplied to discourage cheating.
When the tests have been marked and graded, the
teacher can allocate a Challenge Test or a remedial
Revision worksheet to stronger and weaker students.
Revision worksheets are not available for the Unit
Tests.
• Adapted Tests for students with dyslexia
The Unit, Progress, Skills and Remember level
Attainment tests have been specially adapted
for students with dyslexia to ensure that these
students are not disadvantaged as a result of their
reading and writing difficulties.
These tests are at the same level as the regular
tests but include changes to the design and format
of the exercises that take into account the special
needs of dyslexic students, including larger point
size, increased interlinear spacing and dyslexiafriendly layout. They are only available as PDFs
and there is only one version.
• Tests audio
The same audio is used for the listening
tasks in the regular and adapted tests,
and in the Remember and Activate Attainment
Tests. The tasks themselves are adapted as
necessary. The audioscripts are available to print.
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Today! and the CEFR
Today! is correlated to the Common European
Framework of Reference (CEFR) as follows:
CEFR

Today!
1

Towards A1

2

A1

3

A1 to A2

4

A2 to B1

Features of the course
Students’ Book
Clear learning
aims are expressed
as communicative
competencies.

Real characters
are photographed
in real-life situations.

Grammar is presented in clear
and prominent grammar boxes, animated
on the ActiveTeach and DVD-ROM.

Optional information
gap activities at the
end of the Students’
Book provide further
opportunities for
communicative
speaking practice.

Students can
personalise the
language and write
about themselves.

Target language is presented
in a communicative context.

Students learn useful
everyday expressions.

Visuals help students to
memorise new vocabulary.

Activity Book
The Activity Book provides four pages of practice and consolidation for each Students’ Book lesson.
There are three levels
of difficulty.

Every unit has
a listening task.

Students have the chance to personalise
the language and write about themselves.
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Students’ Book Communication

Activity Book Communication

Everyday functional/situational language is presented
through a photo story. A video accompanies the photo story.

Key functional expressions
are presented in a clear box.

ActiveTeach

Productive speaking and writing
tasks are carefully staged.

MyEnglishLab
Interactive exercises, each
opening in its own frame
including audio and video
recordings.

All resources for classroom use such as video
recordings, photocopiables, games, Activity
Book audio and a pronunciation chart.
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Further consolidation is provided
in the Activity Book.

Interactive practice exercises and tests can be
assigned to the whole class or individual students.
They can be automatically graded.

The Gradebook shows at a glance how students
are progressing. It can be viewed for the class
or individual students.

Today! 4 jako podręcznik wieloletni
Zgodnie z rozporządzeniem Ministra Edukacji
Narodowej z 8 lipca 2014 roku, aby otrzymać
numer rekomendacji, podręczniki muszą spełniać
kryteria wieloletniości. Oznacza to, że powinny być
tak skonstruowane, by mogły z nich korzystać trzy
kolejne roczniki uczniów. Podręcznik wieloletni,
według rozporządzenia, „w przypadku pytań,
poleceń, zadań i ćwiczeń zawartych w podręczniku
w postaci papierowej, wymagających udzielenia
przez ucznia pisemnej odpowiedzi – zawiera
informację, że odpowiedzi tej nie należy
umieszczać w podręczniku; miejsca w zadaniach
i ćwiczeniach, które powinny być wypełnione
przez ucznia, są zaciemnione i przedstawione
w sposób uniemożliwiający uczniowi wpisanie
odpowiedzi w tym miejscu”.

Przykład umieszczony pod poleceniem każdego
zadania sugeruje sposób wykonania ćwiczenia.

Przystosowanie do wieloletniości wiąże się
z koniecznością zmian nie tylko w sposobie
prezentowania materiału, lecz także w podejściu
do nauczania zawartych w podręczniku treści.
Jak wyglądają zadania po zmianie i jak je
wykorzystywać na lekcji?
Today! 4 został przygotowany tak, by sprostać
wymogom reformy, a jednocześnie umożliwić
uczniom i nauczycielom płynną i efektywną pracę
na lekcji. Aby zadania ćwiczeniowe nie straciły
swojej wartości merytorycznej, zachowano
w nich luki, które uczniowie muszą uzupełnić
poprawnymi odpowiedziami. Jedyną różnicą jest
to, że odpowiedzi należy wpisać w zeszycie.
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