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Edexcel Certificates in ESOL International – Pearson English International Certificate (formerly PTE General)  

The descriptors on the table below are indicative of the performance which can be expected at each level of the CEFR (Common European Framework of reference for 

languages).  
 

International 

Certificate 

Levels 

RQF (UK Regulated 

Qualifications 

Framework) 

CEFR 

Levels 

CEFR expected performance per level 

Level 5 Pearson Edexcel Level 

3 Certificate in ESOL 

International 

C2 CEFR C2 standard users can: 

• Understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. 

• Summarise information from different spoken and written sources, reconstructing arguments and accounts in a 

coherent presentation. 

• Express themselves spontaneously, very fluently and precisely, differentiating finer shades of meaning even in more 

complex situations. 

Level 4 Pearson Edexcel Level 

2 Certificate in ESOL 

International 

C1 CEFR C1 standard users can: 

• Understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise implicit meaning. 

• Express themselves fluently and spontaneously without much obvious searching for expressions. 

• Use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic and professional purposes. 

• Produce clear, well-structured, detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled use of organisational patterns, 

connectors and cohesive devices. 

Level 3 Pearson Edexcel Level 

1 Certificate in ESOL 

International 

B2 CEFR B2 standard users can: 

• Understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions in 

their field of specialisation. 

• Interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with native speakers quite possible 

without strain or either party. 

• Produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the 

advantages and disadvantages of various options. 

Level 2 Pearson Edexcel Entry 

Level Certificate in 

ESOL International 

(Entry 3) 

B1 CEFR B1 standard users can: 

• Understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, 

etc. 

• Deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling in an area where the language is spoken. 

• Produce simple connected text on topics, which are familiar, or of personal interest. 

• Describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes and ambitions and briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions 

and plans. 

Level 1 Pearson Edexcel Entry 

Level Certificate in 

ESOL International 

(Entry 2) 

A2 CEFR A2 standard users can: 

• Understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas of most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic 

personal and family information, shopping, local geography, employment). 

• Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct exchange of information on familiar and 

routine matters. 

• Describe in simple terms aspects of their background, immediate environment and matters in areas of immediate need. 

Level A1 Pearson Edexcel Entry 

Level Certificate in 

ESOL International 

(Entry 1) 

A1 CEFR A1 standard users can: 

• Understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a 

concrete type.  

• Introduce themselves and others and can ask and answer questions about personal details such as where a person 

lives, people they know and things they have. 

• Interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is prepared to help. 
 

Pearson English International Certificate (formerly PTE General) Grades 

The information on the back of certificates reflects the qualification grading scales in use at the time of issue. Where a replacement certificate is requested, the 

information on the back of this certificate may no longer include the grading scales that were in use at the time of the original qualification award stated on 

the front of the certificate.  

The overall score is graded and awarded to the test taker as any of the following: Pass, Pass with Merit, Pass with Distinction. Candidates whose level of 

achievement is below the minimum standard for the qualification will receive a FAIL result which will not be recorded on any qualification certificate issued.  

 

Level/Grade Fail Pass at Level Below Pass at Level Completed Pass with Merit Pass with Distinction 

Levels A1 Below 50 N/A 50 60 70 

Levels 1-4 Below 40 40-49 50 60 70 

Level 5 Below 50 50-59 60 70 80 
 

Accreditation 

The six levels of the Edexcel Certificates in ESOL International – Pearson English International Certificate have been allocated to levels of the UK Regulated 

Qualifications Framework (RQF). Their official titles, as recognised by Ofqual, are listed on The Register of Regulated Qualifications register.ofqual.gov.uk. 

A qualification Number and regulatory logo(s) are printed on a certificate where a qualification is regulated by one or more of the regulatory bodies of 

England, Wales, and Northern Ireland.  

 

Conditions of Issue 

This certificate is and remains the property of Pearson Education Ltd at all times and is issued in the following conditions: 

(a) any alteration to this certificate renders it invalid; 

(b) this certificate must be delivered to Pearson Education Ltd on request. 

 

Use of an altered certificate could constitute a criminal offence. 

Pearson Edexcel ESOL International tests are administered by Pearson Education Ltd. 

Pearson Education Limited. Registered in the United Kingdom with Company Number 872828. 


