
1 Challenges
Reading
	 Read	the	article.	Write	true	(T)	or	false	(F).

1	 Mark Inglis had both his legs amputated after a 
climbing accident in 1982.  

2	 He never found the courage to return to climb 
the mountain where the accident happened.  

3	 On reaching the top of Everest, Mark found he 
was hardly able to speak.  

4	 Sir Edmund Hillary and the prime minister of New 
Zealand were among the people to congratulate 
Mark on his achievement.  

5	 Mark broke one of his artificial legs when 
climbing down the mountain.  

6	 Mark had taken several replacement legs with 
him on the climb.  

7	 Mark’s main problem during the climb was that 
he needed to go very slowly.  

8	 Before his legs were amputated, Mark had also 
won a silver medal for cycling in the Olympics.  

9	 The New Zealand prime minister feels that Mark 
is setting a good example to people with 
disabilities.  

1

Feeling on top of the world

The first man with no legs to climb to the top of 
Mount Everest was almost speechless when he 
reached the summit and called his wife by satellite 
phone.

Mark Inglis, 47 at the time, who had lost both legs 
in a climbing accident 24 years earlier, was suffering 
an attack of laryngitis and managed only to croak: 
‘I did it!’

Sir Edmund Hillary, who had conquered the world’s 
highest peak in May 1953, was among the first to 
offer his congratulations. ‘It’s a remarkable effort. 
He’s done a pretty good job,’ he said.

According to members of his party, his short 
conversation with his wife Anne when he spoke from 
the summit were among the few words he was able 
to utter.

Asked by New Zealand television how the climb had 
been, he managed to say only: ‘Bloody hard.’

His wife said one of his carbon-fibre artificial legs 
snapped on the ascent, but was quickly replaced 
from a bundle of spare legs and parts taken with him.

Wayne Alexander, one of three climbing companions 
up the 29,035-feet summit, said: ‘What Mark did was 

absolutely remarkable. I have never seen such human 
endurance.’ Speaking from Advance Base Camp on 
the mountain, he added: ‘He did so well. It was a bit 
like chasing a greyhound – he was gone.’

The New Zealand prime minister, said: ‘To reach 
the summit of Everest is a once-in-a-lifetime achieve-
ment, but for Mark Inglis it will be even more 
satisfying. He has said it was a childhood dream to 
stand on the roof of the world, but he thought he had 
lost it when he lost his legs.’

Inglis had his legs amputated below the knees due 
to frostbite, suffered in 1982 while he was trapped for 
14 days by blizzards on Mount Cook, the highest peak 
in New Zealand.

He went on to become the first double amputee 
to reach the mountain’s summit, and followed this 
achievement by conquering 26,906-foot Mount Cho 
Oyu in Tibet, the world’s sixth-highest peak. He also 
won a silver medal for cycling in the 2000 Sydney 
Paralympic Games.

The New Zealand prime minister added that Mr 
Inglis had sent a signal to others with disabilities 
‘that your ambitions should never be limited’.

	 a	 Complete	the	questions.

make	 	 daunting	 	 set	 	 ambition	 	
without	 	 face	 	 rising	 	 attitude

1	 How did Mark _________ achievable goals?

2	 What challenges did he _________ ?

3	 Did Mark succeed in _________ to the 
challenge?

4	 How did he _________ his dream come true?

5	 What couldn’t Mark have done it _________ ?

6	 What advice does the New Zealand prime 
minister give to people with a burning 
_________ ?

7	 Do you think Mark had the right _________ ?

8	 What would you consider most _________ 
about his challenge?

	 b	 Answer	the	questions	(1–8)	from	exercise	2a.

2

4
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Grammar  verbs/adjectives/nouns	with	
	 prepositions

	 Choose	the	correct	words	in	italics.

1	 We finally opted to/for/on the silver colour.

2	 It is a method of distinguishing cancer cells 
from/between/of normal tissue.

3	 Very few people succeed on losing/to lose/
in losing weight and keeping it off!

4	 His headaches stemmed from/with/to vision 
problems.

5	 It is most likely to appeal at/to/with the younger 
generation.

6	 I wouldn’t bother in/to/about calling him now.

7	 We all came to rely on/in/with her judgement.

8	 We want him to get the maximum benefit 
of/from/with the course.

9	 Can you lend me a few dollars? I’m a bit short 
on/of/with money at the moment.

10	 The wall of the prison was riddled of/in/with 
bullet holes.

11	 She seems to be lacking with/on/in confidence.

12	 They weren’t at all nervous about/with/for asking 
for a rise.

Vocabulary  learning	languages

	 Complete	the	dialogues	using	words	from	the	box.

dialect	 	 slide	 	 ball	 	 overload	 	
garbled	 	 babbling	 	 picked	 	 master	 	

1	 A: How is your German nowadays?

B:	 It’s terrible. I’ve really let it _________ .

2	 A: I didn’t know you could speak Thai!

B:	  I can’t really. I just _________ up a few words 
while I was there on holiday.

3	 A:  How long did it take you to _________ the 
grammar?

B:	  Years! I used to spend a lot of time cramming 
information from grammar books until I had 
complete information _________ .

4	 A: Have you heard from Simon? 

B:		 He left a _________ message which I can’t 
understand.

5	 A:  What do you enjoy most about living abroad? 

B:	 Everything is great, although I think I’m 
starting to lose my original _________ !

6	 A:  I can’t believe how quickly she’s learnt to 
speak.

B:	 Yes, it only seems a short while ago that she 
was _________ unintelligibly, like all babies 
do.

3

4

Listening
	  2	 Cover	the	audioscript.	Listen	to	a	radio	

programme	and	answer	the	questions.

1	 What is different about a polyglot’s brain?

2	 What do scientists hope to achieve through doing 
the new research?

3	 What did people have to distinguish between 
during the trial?

4	 How did the researchers decide who was a ‘good’ 
language learner?

5	 What is the function of fibres in the brain’s white 
matter?

6	 What can you tell from the brain scans? 

AUDIOSCRIPT
Polyglots ‘have different brains’. New research has 
shown that people with a gift for other languages could 
actually have different types of brains from other people. 
Neuroscientists at University College London say that 
polyglots have more ‘white brain matter’ in a part of 
the brain which processes sound. It is hoped that the 
research, published in a medical journal, could be used 
to help identify reasons for language difficulties.

During a trial involving native French speakers, people 
were asked to distinguish between two similar sounds 
from different languages. The first was the ‘d’ sound 
found in French. The second was a ‘d’ found in Hindi, 
which is pronounced in a different way. Researchers 
tested the speed at which participants could process 
the information about the different sounds. People who 
were successful on this task were asked to listen to 
other similar sounds.

Some of the fastest learners were able to tell the sounds 
apart within a few minutes, while the slowest learners 
were only able to make random guesses after 20 
minutes of training.

Dr Narly Golestani from UCL’s Institute of Cognitive 
Neuroscience said the brain’s white matter was involved 
in the efficient processing of sound information. Its 
fibres are involved in connecting brain regions together. 
Fast language learners had a greater volume of white 
matter and that may mean they have more, or perhaps 
thicker fibres.

‘We are starting to understand that brain shape and 
structure can be informative about people’s abilities – 
why people are good at some things and not others is 
evident from these scans,’ she said.

White brain matter is involved in connecting different 
parts of the brain together, and greater amounts of this 
could indicate an increased ability to process sound. 
Previous research suggested that having a talent for 
music was linked to the structure of grey matter in the 
brain.

‘This latest research could be used in other ways,’ Dr 
Narly said. ‘We can start to make predictions regarding 
whether people will be good at something or not based 
on their brain structure, or even to diagnose clinical 
problems.’

5
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Vocabulary  knowledge

	 Match	the	sentence	beginnings	(1–10)	to	the	endings	(a–j).

1	 We had to learn poems by  

2	 I grew up here. I know it like the back  

3	 I know next to  

4	 She knew without a  

5	 Just off the top of my  

6	 I’m pretty  

7	 As far as the Americans  

8	 Have you ever heard of  

9	 Erikson knew the game  

10	 Do you know offhand  

1
a	 doubt that this was where she wanted to be.

b	 head I’d say there were about 50.

c	 are concerned, a lot of our hotels are below standard.

d	 of my hand.

e	 David Marshall?

f	 heart when I was at school.

g	 what time the show starts?

h	 sure he’ll say yes.

i	 nothing about antiques.

j	 inside out.

Reading and Grammar  passives:	distancing

	 Read	the	article.	Underline	examples	of	passives	used	for	distancing.2

Notable lasts
Lillian Asplund, who died aged 99, was the last American survivor of the 
Titanic, and the only living person with any memory of the events of 
15 April 1912. She was five years old when the ship went down in the 
freezing waters of the north Atlantic, taking with it her father and three 
of her brothers. As she was winched to safety in a lifeboat, she saw them 
peering at her over the ship’s railing. The image is said to have haunted 
her for the rest of her life, and despite the world’s ongoing fascination 
with the Titanic, it seems she rarely spoke of the tragedy.

Martha is thought to have been the last surviving carrier pigeon. Carrier 
pigeons were probably once the most common birds in the world. It 
is estimated that there were as many as five billion carrier pigeons in 
the United States. They lived in enormous flocks, sometimes up to a 
mile wide and 300 miles long, taking several days to pass and probably 
containing two billion birds. They were hunted to extinction by humans. 
Martha, the last of her species, died in Cincinnati Zoo in 1914. She was 
then frozen in a block of ice and her body was sent to The Smithsonian 
Institution, where she can still be seen.

‘Ishi’ was the name given to the last member of the Yahi tribe of 
California, and means ‘man’ in the Yahi language. Ishi is believed to have 
been the last native American in Northern California to have lived the 
bulk of his life completely outside the European American culture. He 
was thought to have left his homeland in the foothills near Lassen Peak, 
California, and was found when he emerged from the wild on 29 August 
1911. His real name was never known, because in his society it was taboo 
to say one’s own name. Since he was the last member of his tribe, his real 
name died with him.
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It (1) _______ (say) Thomas Edison, the famous 
inventor, believed that taking off one’s clothing 
caused insomnia. It (2) _______ (seem) he often 
slept in his clothes on newspapers beneath the 
stairs in his laboratory.

Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the telephone, 
(3) _______ (claim) to have first answered the 
device by saying ‘hoy, hoy’ instead of ‘hello’!

Joseph Gayetty invented toilet paper in 1857, 
and (4) _______ (think) to have had his name 
printed on each sheet.

Charles Goodyear, who (5) _______ (say) to have 
been instrumental in establishing the rubber 
industry in the US, (6) _______ (think) to have 
carried out his first experiments in jail. It 
(7) _______ (seem) as though he had been 
imprisoned for failure to pay his debts.

Leonardo da Vinci (8) _______ (think) to have 
designed a military tank in the 15th century. 
Remarkably, he (9) _______ (believe) to have 
also worked on designs for hot-air balloons and 
deep-sea diving suits.

Joseph Merlin, a Belgian musician, invented 
roller skates in 1760. He (10) _______ (appear) 
to have first demonstrated them at a ball by 
skating across the room playing a violin.

	 Complete	the	sentences	(1–10)	using	words	from	
the	article.

1	 Two men were _________ out of the sinking boat 
by an RAF helicopter. (para 1)

2	 Jimmy was _________ through the wet 
windscreen at the cars ahead. (para 1)

3	 Clare was _________ by the fear that her 
husband was having an affair. (para 1)

4	 Police knew of his _________ with guns. (para 1)

5	 We glanced up in surprise as a _________ of wild 
geese flew noisily overhead. (para 2)

6	 The nearest hotel might be _________ away. 
(para 2)

7	 This rare breed was on the verge of _________ . 
(para 2)

8	 The _________ of our clients are young 
professionals. (para 3)

9	 We went skiing in the _________ of the Alps. 
(para 3)

10	 There were cheers as the sun _________ from 
behind the clouds. (para 3)

	 Complete	the	texts	with	the	correct	form	of	the	
verbs	in	brackets.	Add	extra	words	if	necessary.

3

4

Listening
	  3	 Cover	the	audioscript.	Listen	to	the	news	

stories.	For	each	story,	do	the	tasks	(1–4).

1	 Write down the key words. 

2	 Listen again.

3		 Choose one of the stories and try to  write down 
the story exactly as you hear it. (Listen as many 
times as you need to.)

4		 Check by reading the audioscript.

AUDIOSCRIPT
1 A huge hurricane has reached the east coast of the 

United States, forcing millions of people to flee their 
homes, as towns and cities have had to be evacuated.  
The tropical storm has been travelling north causing 
both damage and devastation.  Thirteen states have 
now declared a state of emergency and flights from 
many US cities have had to be cancelled.

2  Officials in the Seychelles have admitted that more 
should have been done to warn tourists about the 
danger of shark attacks in the area after reports 
of several attacks in recent weeks.  One man, Tony 
Felito, died from his injuries after being bitten by a 
large shark, whilst out swimming with his fiancée.  
Experts believe the shark is a Great White, which had 
been spotted in the waters near to where the fatal 
attack happened.  People have now been warned not 
to swim in the area until the killer shark is captured.

3  Fire-fighters were called to a multi-storey car park in 
Manchester yesterday after a car crashed through the 
wall on the fourth floor. The driver lost control of the 
vehicle and drove through the metal barriers so that 
the front wheels of the car were hanging partly out of 
the building.  The driver managed to escape with only 
minor injuries and no other vehicles were involved 
in the accident.  Police closed off the road below the 
crash site until the car could be safely removed.  

4  A woman has survived a skydive fall of over 1000m.  
Doctors were amazed when a female skydiver 
survived the huge fall, escaping with just bruises, 
a broken leg and concussion.  Mother of one, Sam 
Cavendish plummeted to the ground when her 
parachute became entangled during a skydive.

Pronunciation  word	stress	

	 a	  3	 Read	and	listen	to	the	news	stories.	
Underline	the	words	which	carry	the	main	stress.	
Are	these	the	key	words	you	chose	in	exercise	5?

	 b	 Practise	reading	the	news	stories.	Try	to	
imitate	the	rhythm	of	the	speaker.

5

6
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1.3
Reading
	 a	 Read	the	interview	and	answer	the	

questions.

1	 What kinds of races does Annie 
compete in?

2	 What is her ambition? 

3	 How did her parents influence her?

4	 What injuries has she suffered?

5	 How does she cope when she is hurt?

 b	 Match	the	definitions	(1–12)	with	
words	from	the	interview.

1	 long for/strongly desire (para 1) 
_______

2	 do on your own (para 1) _______

3	 only just (para 1) _______

4	 satisfy her desire for doing 
well (para 2) _______

5	 something she really wants to achieve 
(para 2) _______

6	 an equally strong competitor 
(para 2) _______

7	 inspired/impressed (para 3) _______

8	 be very keen to do something 
(para 4) _______

9	 give up (para 5) _______

10	 self-determination (para 5) _______

11	 continued despite difficulties (para 5) 
_______

 c	 Complete	the	sentences	(1–7).	
Use	the	correct	form	of	words	from	
exercise	1b.

1	 He is extremely ambitious. His _______ 
is to take over the whole company.

2	 Ellen MacArthur sailed _______ around 
the world.

3	 My job is getting so stressful, I’m 
thinking about _______ .

4	 They had _______ left the office when 
the police arrived.

5	 The New Zealand team are very fit, 
and will prove to be a _______ for 
the Irish.

6	 I was _______ adventure, so I signed up 
for a trip across Africa.

1

She’s blonde, charming, enthusiastic and above all extremely 
determined. If you only judge Annie Seel by her looks, you’re 
in for the greatest of surprises. There are other women 
motorcyclists for sure, but how many crave extreme adventure 
in such a way, and how many take on single-handedly all the 
toughest rallies the world has to offer? Addicted early on to 
speed and adrenaline, the desert princess switched from 
horse to motorcycle races when she was barely 16. 

Several years and more than 20 broken bones on, she 
continues to try to quench her thirst for success and for new 
records to break, as much at home in Sweden, or up Mount 
Everest as on African rallies, on tarmac races as on Mexican 
bajas. Can you guess the ultimate quest for this woman of 
one metre 63? To be a true match in the toughest of races, 
the Dakar Rally.

Annie,	what	gave	you	this	taste	for	extreme	adventure?

‘I grew up next to a horse racecourse. I quickly got addicted 
to speed, and then at 16, I saw a motorcycle stuntman at a 
show. I was awed. I bought myself a motorcycle, but none of 
my friends liked speed the same as me. Then when I was 18 
or 19, I started to compete in road racing and finished eighth 
in the Swedish Championships ...’

And	in	2000	you	raced	your	first	rally	in	Dubai	...

‘I went to Morocco on a motorcycle tour and fell in love with 
the desert. I was desperate to do a desert rally. I ordered a 
DIY Husaberg 600 motorcycle and assembled it barely ten 
days before the start.

I rode on my own and made straight for the sand dunes. On 
the last day I got a fractured foot but I still got to the finish 
in 49th place. Since then, I’ve now raced 20 cross-country 
rallies, including five Dakar rallies, and I have finished all of 
them which is very unique, since only 50% of the starters 
actually reach the finish line. This is how difficult the rallies 
are. My biggest victory was in the 2010 Dakar rally when I 
won the Women’s Trophy. But already in 2004 I had been 
crowned the Women’s 450 Champion.’

What’s	most	impressive	about	you	is	your	determination.	
You’ve	broken	your	bones	more	than	20	times,	yet	you’ve	
never	given	up.

‘No, I never quit. My father, who died when I was 16, gave me 
a taste for mechanical things, and my mother gave me fairly 
exceptionally strong will power. When I broke my hand on 
the fourth stage of the Dakar in 2002, I held on till the end. 
My left leg had gone blue all over. I’ll admit, though, that I’ve 
always been lucky enough to have injuries that didn’t prevent 
me from finishing the race. When I run into a problem, I cry a 
bit and then I carry on.’

1

2

3

4

5
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Vocabulary  achievement

	 Complete	the	sentences	(1–10)	using	words	from	
the	box.

potential					greatest					persevered					pushing					
faces					pursue					heading					deal					triumphs					
believes

1	 She _______ in herself – that’s why she’s so 
successful.

2	 You need to keep your priorities in order if you 
want to _______ your dream.

3	 The president _______ the difficult task of 
putting the economy back on its feet.

4	 My tutor was always _______ me to do better.

5	 Winning the championship is one of our _______ 
_______ .

6	 He has the _______ to be a great politician.

7	 We have had to _______ with a lot of 
unnecessary criticism.

8	 She _______ in her claim for insurance, and in 
the end it paid off.

9	 It’s clear that he’s _______ for the top.

Grammar  perfect	aspect

	 Complete	the	article	with	the	correct	form	of	the	
verbs	in	brackets.

2

3

How to…  talk	about	your	achievements

	 Complete	the	blog	with	the	extracts	(a–i).

a	 I really feel I have accomplished something

b	 I’d never been involved in catering before

c	 exactly the kind of environment I wanted to 
achieve.

d	 maybe in a couple of year’s time

e	 One of my greatest achievements

f	 opened Café Mundo six months ago

g	 and I’ve had to learn a lot very quickly

h	 so we decided to buy it

i	 I’d always dreamed of

4

Round-the-world cyclist Heinz Stucke has an aura 
of calm about him. By the end of this year he 
(1)  (be) on the road for over 44 years. The 
German cyclist, who (2)  (travel) a third of 
a million miles, through 211 territories, arrived in 
Portsmouth last week. Within hours of getting off 
the ferry from France, the bicycle that (3)  
(be) his constant companion since 1962 was 
stolen. But he’s not bitter. 

‘I trust everybody,’ he said, ‘because if you didn’t, 
you just wouldn’t go around the world. You take a 
calculated risk everywhere you go.’

In fact, his bike – a unique artefact which 
(4)  already  (be requested) by 
a museum of cycling back in Germany – was 
returned to him little more than 36 hours after its 
theft. Heinz was expecting it. Before this, the bike 
(5)  already  (be) stolen on five 
previous occasions. ‘The last time (6)  (be) 
in 1997 – almost every ten years it has been 
stolen. That’s not bad in 150,000 kilometres.’ 

(1)  is finally to have set up my 
own business with a friend. (2)  
running a small café, with a bookshop 
inside. I wanted it to be a place where 
people can come to enjoy a coffee, read 
a book, listen to music, or chat to friends. 
I had a very clear vision in my head of 
(3)  . Last year, I found the perfect 
location for the café, (4)  . It was a 
big gamble as (5)  , but we spent 
a few months renovating the building 
and (6)  . It’s been an incredibly 
hard year, (7)  , but it’s been a 
great experience and (8)  . We’re 
thinking of opening a second café, 
(9)  .

Writing
	 Use	the	model	in	exercise	4	to	write	a	paragraph	

about	a	personal	achievement,	or	about	an	
achievement	which	you	particularly	admire.

5

This is not the only problem Heinz (7)  
(have) to deal with. Since 1962 – when he 
(8)  (give up) his job as a toolmaker in a 
small town in Germany and (9)  (set off) on 
his odyssey – Stucke (10)  (be attacked) twice 
by swarms of bees, and (11)  (shoot) in the 
foot by Zambian guerrillas. He (12)  often 

 (be) hungry (he makes a living by selling a 
book about his experiences) and exhausted. At one 
point, his bicycle (13)  (rust) because of the 
sweat dripping off his nose. And then there’s the 
loneliness. ‘I (14)  (have) many little affairs,’ 
he says. ‘But now it’s more complicated: I’m 66 and 
on a bicycle, and I sleep in a tent ...’ 
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Review and consolidation unit 1

Passives: distancing
	 Choose	the	correct	option	(A–D)	to	complete	the	

sentences.	

1	 It is widely ______ eating too many fatty foods causes 
heart disease.

	 A believing  B to be believed of  C believed that  
D believed to be

2	 The notes from last month’s meeting ______ lost.

	 A are appeared  B seem to have be  
C appear that they are  D seem to have been

3	 It seems ______ Mr Klein was wrong about 
the figures.

	 A as though  B if  C as to  D as 

4	 Is the shipment ______ this afternoon? 

	 A be delivered  B being delivered  C deliver  
D to deliver

5	 Smoking ______ allowed on planes for years.

	 A isn’t being  B isn’t  C hasn’t been  D doesn’t 

6	 The governing body decided that the postponed game 
______ next week.

	 A must be played  B must have been played  
C will play  D will be being played 

7	 It ______ by various journalists that the scandal was 
caused by government corruption.

	 A is being asserted  B has being said  
C was suggest  D did assert

8	 ______ in the past that the world was flat? 

	 A Was there assumed  B Did it assume  
C Was assumed  D Was it assumed

9	 Reuben ______ the most handsome man in London 
society.

	 A has said to be  B was said to be  C was to be  
D was said

10	 The company ______ gone bankrupt because of 
increased competition.

	 A is thought  B is said to be  C said to have  
D is thought to have

	 Match	the	sentence	beginnings	(1–8)	to	the	endings	(a–h).

1

2

Perfect aspect
	 Complete	the	sentences	with	the	perfect	

aspect.	

1	 By this time next week, we ______ school 
and I’ll be on holiday!

2	 It was only when Mariana told me her name 
that I ______ met before.

3	 The children were all sunburned. They 
______ football in the sun all day.

4	 She looks exhausted because she ______ 
well recently. She needs a new bed.

5	 Even by next July, Kazunari probably ______ 
writing his thesis.

6	 Oh no! ______ the key in the car and it’s 
locked!

7	 Yesterday, Mr Jones finally received his visa. 
He ______ to get one for years.

8	 Wow! Fantastic news! I ______ a scholarship 
by the university.

9	 We went to a Mowgli concert. I ______ of 
them before, but they were very good. 

10	 By tomorrow, Don ______ here for over 50 
years! He started as an office boy. 

	 Which	statement	(A	or	B)	do	the	underlined	
sentences	reply	to?	

1	 A  We haven’t been feeding the cat 
enough food.

	 B  We haven’t fed the cat enough food.

	 I know. He’s started catching mice again 
recently. 

2	 A  How many countries will you have 
visited after this trip? 

	 B  How many countries will you visit on 
this trip?

	 Eighteen if you include the one where 
I was born!  

3	 A We haven’t been told the itinerary.

	 B We hadn’t been told the itinerary.

	 Well, I think the conference starts at 
9.00 and you’re speaking at 11.00.  

4	 A  I’ve been sitting quietly, minding my 
own business. 

	 B  I’d been sitting quietly, minding my 
own business.

	 And then what happened?  

5	 A Where have you put the money? 

	 B Where will you have put the money?

	 I put it where you told me to.  

6	 A I’d always wanted a place of my own.

	 B I’ve always wanted a place of my own.

	 Well, congratulations! It’s a really nice 
house.  

3

4

a	 made by now.

b	 if you’ve just seen a 
ghost.

c	 to have escaped.

d	 be a genius.

e	 be submitted 
tomorrow.

f	 the weather will get 
better.

g	 got completely lost.

h	 assumed that Dobson 
would inherit his 
father’s money.

1	 She is said to

2	 It was widely

3	 The robbers were thought

4	 Judging by this map, 
we appear to have

5	 It seems as though

6	 You look as

7	 The competition 
entry must

8	 The wedding cake 
will have been
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Verbs/adjectives/nouns with 
prepositions
	 Complete	the	advert	with	the	correct	form	of	words	

from	the	box	and	a	preposition.

opt	 	 succeed	 	 reminiscent	 	 short	 	 appeal	 	
bother	 	 nervous	 	 subject	 	 rely	 	 benefit

5

Prefixes
	 Add	a	prefix	to	each	word.	

1	 She couldn’t finish the race because she’s 
totally ___fit.

2	 I read an article recently about ___paid 
bosses who earn millions for doing virtually 
nothing.

3	 I just couldn’t do any work because I was 
feeling so ___motivated.

4	 Only a fool would ___estimate Thomson; 
she has the potential to be a great leader.

5	 The workers are all ___-smokers so 
no one has ever asked for a smoking area.

6	 He’s a ___-professional footballer. He does 
it part-time for about £100 a week.

7	 The problem was that they had 
___understood the instructions, which is 
why the mistake occurred. 

8	 I’m totally ___worked. I have to organise a 
conference and write seven reports in two 
days.

9	 Your excuses are completely ___relevant to 
me! You should have done your homework 
on time!

10	 Davies was ___aware of the plan to fire 
him, which is why it was such a shock when 
it happened.

How to… talk about your 
achievements
	 Put	the	story	in	order.

a	  Climber Rheinhold Messner always knew 
that he had the            1

b	 challenge. Most doctors and scientists 
suggested that this was not an 
achievable 

c	 come true with a successful three-day 
ascent. 

d	 all expectations. After a few months’ 
preparation, Messner pursued his dream 

e	 something truly amazing in the mountains. 
However, in 1980 he exceeded 

f	 of risk about climbing Everest, but 
Messner’s attempt to take 

g	 of being the first man to ascend Everest 
without oxygen supplies. There is always 
an element 

h	 potential to accomplish 

i	 on the world’s highest mountain with the 

j	 goal. Against all expectations, on 20th 
August he made his dream 

k	 constraint of no oxygen was a truly 
daunting 

7

8

Holiday Challenge is guaranteed to (1)   
your adventurous spirit. We provide a choice of 
parachute jumps, hang gliding, rock climbing and 
kayaking. You can (2)   two sports plus 
board and luxury lodging for just $300 a week! If  you’re 
(3)   cash, you can choose the economy 
camping option at $175. 
What if  you are (4)   trying a new sport? 
Don’t worry. You can (5)   us to provide 
the best training available to ensure that you’re safe. 
And we won’t (6)  you  any 5.00 a.m. starts 
or boot camp horrors! Read what our customers have 
said about us.
‘I really (7)   my two weeks with Holiday 
Challenge. It was an amazing experience!’ 
(Cal Jones, New York)
‘It was (8)   my childhood: running 
around, learning new stuff, without a care in the world. 
The best holiday I’ve ever had.’ (Jill Healey, UK) 
‘Don’t (9)   checking the competitors. 
Holiday Challenge is the one.’ 
(Sanath Kuppara, Sri Lanka)
‘I (10)   living my dreams! Thank you, 
Holiday Challenge.’ (Macarena Duval, Chile)

	 Correct	the	sentences	by	adding	or	cutting	one	word.

1	 Paulo Freire? Who’s he? I’ve never heard him.

2	 The Whorf-Sapir hypothesis? I know it like in the back 
of my hand.

3	 Wendy’s phone number? I don’t know it by offhand.

4	 Shakespeare’s love poems? We spent years learning 
them by the heart.

5	 Is Ronaldinho the best footballer in the world? Without 
but a doubt.

6	 The Highway Code? Ask Susie – she’s a driving 
instructor. She knows it inside.

7	 International banking? I know next nothing about it.

8	 Was Matisse the greatest painter in history? As far as 
I’m, he was.

6
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